THE CONFIDENTIAL APPROACH

The ministers of the four allied powers were men of the
eighteenth century. Talleyrand's words on the law of na-
tions, its principles, and the unity of Europe did not fall
on deaf ears. But, after twenty years of triumphant vio-
lence, they were not yet certain that principles had won a
definite victory, and they were distrustful of them. Was
France sincere? As guns had failed her, was she not making
use of the law of nations and the unity of Europe as
weapons to serve her ends? Principles and expedience;
Europe had come through the chaos of Revolution to find
herself torn apart and weakened by this insoluble contra-
diction.
This contradiction explains the weakness of the Allies
in the long discussion and the strange resolution of Oc-
tober 8. They had both given way and resisted: given
way, by recognizing that they could not alone direct
the Congress and dictate the affairs of Europe; resisted,
by refusing to allow the Congress to direct its own affairs.
A "semi-official article on the progress of the work
done by the Congress during the month of October,
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